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Remote Education Strategy 

January 2023 
 
Introduction 
Drawing on our experience of this process, along with feedback from parents, children, staff and governors, the 
School intends to further develop and improve our approach to remote education.   
 
All schools have a duty to provide remote education where there is a lockdown, a child, class, group or small number 
of children need to self-isolate and remain at home. The Department for Education (DfE) expects schools to be able 
to immediately offer children in these circumstances access to remote education.   
 
This policy details how we will prepare for and respond to further potential school closures during the Covid-19 
pandemic. It also covers the ongoing education of children who cannot attend for self-isolating/shielding reasons 
while the school remains open.  
 
This remote education policy for staff aims to: 

● Ensure consistency in the approach to remote learning for pupils who are not in school. 
● Set out expectations for all members of the school community with regards to our remote education offer. 

 
Remote education at Morden Primary will: 

● Align as closely as possible with in-school provision and reflect the high-quality teaching and learning that 
takes place in school. 

● Ensure children continue to have meaningful and ambitious work each day. 
● Be a broad and balanced curriculum 
● Follow the usual curriculum sequence that is linked to the school’s high expectations. 

 

Child in self-Isolation Partial School Closure  Full School Closure 

● Within 24 hours of 
parents notifying the 
school of a necessary 
period of self-isolation, 
slides and 
accompanying work for 
the learning that week 
will be sent home via 
Google Classroom. 

● Child will complete the 
learning set remotely 
via Google Classroom. 

● The curriculum will 
follow the same 
sequence as the rest of 
the class, wherever 
possible (being mindful 
of limited resources at 
home).   

● Those classes still required to attend 
school will continue doing so.  
Attendance will be compulsory 
during this period. 

● If the class is required to deliver 
education remotely, the class 
teacher will send home learning 
slides and associated learning tasks 
for all children via Google Classroom. 

● The class teacher will deliver a 
morning live daily ‘learning launch’ 
to explain the tasks for the day 

● In addition, each class will have a 
scheduled well being and/or story 
time session per week.  

● A weekly celebration assembly will 
be held by Mrs Blow each Thursday 
at 9.45am.   

● The class teacher will send home 
learning slides and associated 
learning tasks for all children via 
Google Classroom. 

● The class teacher will deliver a 
morning live daily ‘learning 
launch’ to explain the tasks for the 
day 

● Pre-recorded live lessons will be 
set each day for maths and 
creative writing (this may not 
necessarily be your child’s 
teacher) A minimum of one other 
lesson will also be pre-recorded 
each week covering the wider 
curriculum - for KS1 and EYFS  
children, this will be a minimum of 
2 pre-recorded phonics lessons 
per week.  
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● It is expected that the 
learning set will take 
approximately 3 hours 
to complete each day 
in KS1 and 4 hours for 
KS2. 

 

● Pre-recorded live lessons will be set 
each day for maths and creative 
writing (this may not necessarily be 
your child’s teacher) A minimum of 
one other lesson will also be pre-
recorded each week covering the 
wider curriculum - for KS1 and EYFS 
children, this will be a minimum of 2 
pre-recorded phonics lessons per 
week.  

● The curriculum delivered during the 
period of remote learning will follow 
the same sequence as if the children 
had been in school, wherever 
possible (being mindful of limited 
resources at home).   

● It is expected that the learning set 
will take approximately 3 hours to 
complete each day for KS1 and 4 
hours for KS2. 

● Feedback will be given and sought in 
response to independent learning in 
order to ensure the children make 
progress. 

● Staff will endeavour to phone non-
attending pupils’ parents once a 
fortnight.  

● The curriculum delivered during 
the period of remote learning will 
follow the same sequence as if the 
children had been in school. 

● It is expected that the learning set 
will take approximately 3 hours to 
complete each day for KS1 and 4 
hours for KS2. 

● Feedback will be given and sought 
in response to independent 
learning in order to ensure the 
children make progress. 

● Staff will endeavour to phone 
non-attending pupils’ parents 
once a fortnight. 

 
1. Google Classroom 
At Morden, we use Google Classroom as our remote learning platform.  All children will use this platform to access 
and “mark as done” daily   home learning activities so that children, staff and parents remain confident in using it 
should they have to remain at home due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Google Classroom can be accessed via a desktop 
computer or laptop and the Google Classroom app can also be downloaded onto smartphones and tablets. Every 
child has a unique username and password which will be provided by the school. 
 
Google classroom offers high levels of flexibility - even if the home learning task that children complete is practical, 
photographs can be taken of their work and “marked as done” (uploaded).  Families may also decide to help their 
child present their work on a Microsoft Word document or on PowerPoint slides, which can be 'turned in' the same 
way. 
 
2. Safeguarding 
The safeguarding of children continues to be an overriding priority, to ensure that students are able to work safely 
from home when and if required.  Please refer to the Remote Learning Safeguarding Addendum. 
 
3. Working Collaboratively 
High quality remote teaching and learning can present everyone with a range of challenges; however, by working 
together, building on what we now know and feedback from parents, we can all ensure that children at Morden 
continue to have access to the best possible learning opportunities irrespective of where their learning is taking 
place.  We encourage parents to continue to inform us of any barriers that they experience – devices, wifi – so that 
the school can work together with the family and support to resolve these issues.  
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4. Learning  
 
Teachers will: 

● Hold daily learning launch with their bubble to create a learning community. Where classes are in individual 
bubbles, teachers will ensure that a second staff member is included in their live launches for safeguarding 
purposes and to monitor children’s behaviour online.  

● Be committed to providing the same curriculum sequence both in school and in a remote learning situation.  
● Plan lessons via slides (which may have pre-recorded commentary) to enable fluid transition between 

school based and remote education as necessary and without creating additional workload for staff.  Notes 
on the slides will support and guide children and/or parents, with a good level of clarity, through the lesson 
so that they are clear about what they are learning and how to apply this learning to the independent task 
set in each subject. 

● The slides uploaded should be age-appropriate.  
● Ensure differentiation continues to be a priority in order that remote learning is accessible to all our 

students. We aim to ensure the resources provided are appropriately differentiated for students, in order 
to deliver a positive learning experience for all.  There is a separate classroom that all children are invited 
to join which has links to support for learning and well-being and extra activities.  

● Use the school YouTube channel to produce and upload videos in order to provide children with clear 
explanations of new content and appropriately model processes and strategies that can be used to support 
learning. 

● Use videos (including those already available on YouTube, MSSP, White Rose Maths Hub and The Oak 
Academy)  for demonstration, accompanied by explanation, commentary or other resources when teaching 
practical lessons remotely. 

● Work on the assumption that children will not necessarily have access to the same resources that are 
available in school and suggest alternatives. 

● Ensure resources uploaded to Google Classroom, where possible, are downloadable and printable.  
● Ensure that learning for each day is available no later than 8am of the day for intended completion. 
● Work should be set on a daily basis and posted within the same ‘daily assignment’ For example, all maths, 

grammar, reading and creative writing tasks for Tuesday will appear in a ‘Tuesday’ assignment.  
● Assess how well children working from home are progressing through the curriculum by using questions 

and other suitable tasks e.g. Google Form quiz.  This pupil to teacher feedback will enable teachers to adjust 
the pace and/or level of challenge with regard to what is being taught and, where necessary, revising 
material or simplify explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding. 

● The deadlines for submitting learning will usually be 3pm on the day it is set to facilitate daily feedback on 
work submitted by the online teacher.  Teachers will endeavour to respond to all work submitted each day, 
which is why the 3pm deadline is important. If there is a different deadline, this will be made clear on the 
work uploaded.  Children can still complete the work after this date but it will be recorded as ‘turned in 
late’ and we cannot guarantee that teachers will be able to provide feedback on the work. 

● Feedback for younger children may be verbal and provided during the daily learning launch.  
● Ensure that children are familiar and confident in using Google Classroom effectively  
● Link and embed other online resources such as Oak Academy (DfE commissioned free resource).  

 
*Please note that where only one or two children in the class are isolating, the teacher will be teaching the rest 
of the class at school all day and some of the above will not be possible for them to provide all of the time. 
 
Parents will: 

● Read and respond to communication from the school pertaining to their child’s remote education 
● Ensure their child engages in the remote learning provided. The learning launch at the start of each day is 

essential as it explains the day’s tasks.  
● Ensure their child follows the live lesson protocols including having their mic on mute unless they are 

directed to speak by the teacher. 
● Check their child’s completed work each day and encourage them with the progress that is being made. 
● EYFS children must have an adult present for all live meetings.  
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Children will: 
● Participate as fully as possible in the remote education process by completing independent work, and 

submitting assessed tasks promptly and to the best of their ability.  
● Read daily, either independently or with an adult in keeping with our Morden expectations.  
 

5. Live/Pre-recorded lessons 
 
Teachers will: 

● Deliver daily pre-recorded lessons as per the table above.  
● Manage ‘raise hand’ response for children should they need to communicate during a live lesson. 
● Manage behaviour in accordance with the wider school behaviour policy and remove children who do not 

comply. 
● For the purpose of safeguarding all “live” lessons will have a second staff member present to support with 

monitoring of children’s behaviour and conduct online. A TLA can support in this role.  
 

Parents will: 
● Ensure that children are appropriately dressed, which includes removing hoodies and/or hats. 
● Ensure that anyone else in the household uses language that is professional and appropriate. 
● Be mindful that your screen is being shown across the bubble households and that the blur or background 

facility is an option.  
 
Children will: 

● Behave appropriately. 
● Follow the instruction of the class teacher at all times during the live lessons.  
● Remember all lessons are monitored by a second staff member.  

 
6. Feedback   
 
Teachers will: 

● Provide regular feedback to children.   
● Class teachers will provide answer sheets and mark schemes (where relevant) in order that parents and 

children can self-assess and feed this back to the teacher. 
● Use a range of tests and quizzes for pupils through chat functions such as Google forms, Kahoot, Classkick, 

Socrative or Edpuzzle which work well for rapid feedback and allow live marking. 
● Have the opportunity to turn on ‘comments’ in Google Classroom in order to promote learning dialogue 

with the children and monitor this to ensure all comments are appropriate (and report any inappropriate 
comments to their phase leader who will, after an initial warning, turn of the comment capability for that 
child). 

 
Parents will: 

● Ensure they know how to access the feedback on Google Classroom. 
● Understand the basic principles of feedback and encourage children to act on feedback given. 
● Monitor the comments their child is making.  

 
Children will: 

● Read and respond to communication from their teacher via Google Classroom (this will be age and stage 
appropriate). 

● Value the feedback given as an opportunity to learn more. 
● Ensure all comments made are about the learning and are in keeping with the comments they would make 

in the classroom. 
 
7. Keeping children safe, healthy and in positive mental health  
Teachers will: 

● Encourage children to work safely online, including regular tips for keeping themselves safe. 
● Encourage children to take regular exercise to maintain fitness. 
● Conduct a weekly well being live session.  
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Parents will: 

● Ensure their child is working online safely – please refer to the school website and appendices at the end 
of this policy.  The following resources are available to support parents and carers to keep their children 
safe online: 
o   support for parents and carers to keep children safe online, which outlines resources to help keep 
children safe from different risks online and where to go to find support and advice 
o   guidance on staying safe online which includes information on security and privacy settings 
o   Thinkuknow provides advice from the National Crime Agency (NCA) on staying safe online 
o   Parent info is a collaboration between Parentzone and the NCA providing support and guidance for 
parents from leading experts and organisations 
o   Childnet offers a toolkit to support parents and carers of children of any age to start discussions about 
their online life, to set boundaries around online behaviour and technology use, and to find out where to 
get more help and support 
o   Internet matters provides age-specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set parental controls on 
a range of devices, and a host of practical tips to help children get the most out of their digital world 
o   London Grid for Learning has support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online, including 
tips to keep primary aged children safe online 
o   Net-aware has support for parents and carers from the NSPCC, including a guide to social networks, apps 
and games 
o   Let’s Talk About It has advice for parents and carers to keep children safe from online radicalisation 
o   UK Safer Internet Centre has tips, advice, guides and other resources to help keep children safe online, 
including parental controls offered by home internet providers and safety tools on social networks and 
other online services 

● Make every effort to maintain a regular and familiar routine that is as close to the usual ‘school day’ as 
possible. 

● Make every effort to provide their child with an appropriate place to work and, to the best of their ability, 
support their work encouraging them to work with good levels of concentration (no TV in the background!). 

● Be mindful of mental well-being of both themselves and their child and encourage their child to take 
regular breaks, play games, get fresh air and relax. 

● Encourage their child to take regular exercise to maintain fitness. 
● Contact the class teacher through Google Classroom in relation to all queries relating to learning.  
● Or contact the school via info@morden.merton.sch.uk if anything is unclear in the work that is set or if they 

are worried about their child’s well-being.  Child’s name, class and the nature of the query should to entered 
in the subject line. 

 
Children will: 

● Consider using the time away from school to learn a new skill, follow their own interests to discover more 
about the world around us or just be creative. 

● Behave responsibly and appropriately in any weekly catch-up meeting they have with their class mates and 
teacher. 

 
With regard to all aspects of remote learning, school leaders will: 

● Continue to maintain a broad and ambitious curriculum for all children and will work with teachers to 
ensure that work set or taught remotely is planned, well sequenced, designed to build on prior knowledge 
and clearly moves children forward in their learning. 

● Ensure that staff have access to adequate equipment to teach from home. If this is not available for any 
reason, teachers can request a school device. 

● Supporting families with no/limited access to ICT equipment and/or the internet.  The school will liaise 
with the local authority and/or local charities to try to access additional equipment if needed.  Families are 
encouraged to let us know as soon as possible if they are experiencing difficulties.  In exceptional cases, the 
school will prepare printed resources for children who do not have suitable online access. 

● Allocate the provision of remote education for a class in the event a teacher is unwell during a period of 
remote learning. 

● Will continue to evolve our approach to remote education based on what we find works best to achieve 
the desired learning outcomes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-staying-safe-online
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE
https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online/
https://www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
mailto:info@morden.merton.sch.uk
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● The quality of education will be monitored by the leadership team who will have access to their Google 
Classroom in order to assess the quality of their work and feedback.  

● Provide the opportunity for parents to impart their views regarding the remote education provided by the 
teacher in their child’s class.   

 
Younger pupils and pupils with SEND  
We recognise that some children may not be able to access remote education without adult support.  We will do 
our best to work in partnership with families to support them deliver a broad and balanced curriculum for their 
children.  The EYFS page and the SEND page of the school website provide families with a wealth of guidance, 
resources and links to other websites and agencies that can offer support.  
 
SEND 
Teachers should ensure that work is differentiated as required for all learners when setting online tasks. The 
Inclusion Manager will maintain regular contact with key children on the SEN register and feed back to teachers if 
required. There is a separate classroom that all children are invited to join which has links to support for learning 
and well-being and extra activities. 
 
EYFS 
In EYFS, priority will be given to progress in communication and early reading.  Access to appropriate reading books 
and resources, and structured phonics activities for early reading will be a focus.  Children in the EYFS have all 
received a pack of resources that families can use at home to support remote learning.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
The remote curriculum: What is taught to pupils at home 
 
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being sent 
home? 
Ongoing activities your child can access: 

• Mathletics/Maths Seeds  
• Times Table Rockstars 
• EYFS Learning Packs 

 
Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they 
would if they were in school? 

• We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate. However, 
we are mindful that not all children have the same access to resources at home as others and therefore 
have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. E.g. Art – paint and clay activities would not be 
set or suitable alternatives suggested. Where we are aware that a family may struggle to obtain 
equipment such as coloured pencils, we would endevour to provide these. Devices are loaned out where 
need is identified and/or requests are made where this is availability.   

 
Remote teaching and study time each day 
 
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils broadly the 
following number of hours each day: 
Provided on Google Classroom during lockdowns or a whole bubble is isolating– 
KS2 – 4 hours 
1 hour Maths  
1 hour Literacy 
½ hour Wellbeing/PSHE  
Times table Rockstars 
Mathletics 
1 hour grammar/reading 
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15/20 mins learning launch 
X1 assembly 
Afternoon extra activities set by individual teachers 
Duolingo 
Weekly PE 
Weekly Computing 
Topic grid/Project 
KS1 – 3 hours 
1 hour Maths  
1 hour Literacy 
½ hour Wellbeing/PSHE  
Times table Rockstars 
Mathletics/Mathseeds 
1 hour combination of reading/phonics 
15/20 mins learning launch 

X1 assembly 
Afternoon extra activities set by 
individual teachers 
Weekly PE 
Weekly Computing 
EYFS –  
15/20 minute learning launch 
15/20 minute story/rhyme time 
Phonics + speaking and listening activities 
Number/maths based activities 
Mathseeds 
Videos of stories 
Fine and gross motor skill activities 
Activities linked to home pack 
A range of suggested activities across all 17 
areas of learning 
Weekly PE 
Topic grid/Project 
 
 
 
 
Accessing remote education 
 
If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote 
education? 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following approaches to 
support those pupils to access remote education: 

• Devices are loaned where need has been identified and /or requested and we have availability.  
• On rare occasions, the school will provide printed materials that match the online learning provision if 

technology is a barrier to learning.  
• Our IT technician is readily available to support parents and children with IT issues. He can be accessed 

through the school email (info@morden.merton.sch.uk) or the school main telephone number (0208 648 
4168) 

• Pupils struggling to submit work should ensure their parents contact the school office and we will make 
arrangements on an individualised case basis.  

mailto:info@morden.merton.sch.uk
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Feedback 
How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual children. For 
example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective 
methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

• Feedback is through written comments or scoring work.  
• Staff are expected to comment daily for each child on work submitted on time.  

 
Additional support for pupils with particular needs 
 
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access 
remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), 
may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the 
difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the 
following ways: 

• The Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion has a separate google classroom for children with SEN. He 
uploads work in this section that is matched to ability and need. He also monitors SEN children’s access 
and engagement in their class google classroom.  

• Where appropriate, 1:1 support staff and HLTAs produce specific packs linked to IEP programs for parents 
to do at home or may deliver these through live or recorded sessions.  

• Children with EHCPs have all been invited into school alongside vulnerable children.  
 
 
 
Please see Appendices on the next three pages:  
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